
bethelsynagogue.com

Service Times

Elul/Tishri/Cheshvan 5785/5786      A publication of Beth El Synagogue         September/October 2025

Sept. 5 ........................7:04 pm 
Sept. 12 ..................... 6:52 pm 
Sept. 19 ......................6:41 pm 
Sept. 22 
  Erev Rosh Hashanah..6:36 pm 
Sept. 23 .....................7:33 pm 
Sept. 26 .....................6:30 pm 
Oct. 1 – Kol Nidre.......6:22 pm 
Oct. 2 ........................ 6:18 pm 
Oct. 6 – Erev Sukkot....6:14 pm 
Oct. 7 – Sukkot ...........7:10 pm 
Oct. 10 .......................6:08 pm 
Oct. 13 
  Erev Shemini Atseret .6:03 pm 
Oct. 14 
   Simchat Torah..........7:00 pm 
Oct. 17 .......................5:57 pm 
Oct. 24 .......................5:48 pm 
Oct. 31 .......................5:30 pm

Candle Lighting Times

Beth El Synagogue 
Margate, NJ 
Member of The United 
Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

Fridays, Sept. 5, 12, 19 & 26 –  
    5:30 p.m. on zoom. 
Use holiday chart for morning 
service times. 
All Saturday morning services 
are at 930 a.m.  
Friday, November 1, 5 p.m.

GAME 
DAYS

For more information call Beth El at 609-823-2725

2025 Holiday Services 5786
ROSH HASHANAH  

SCHEDULE 

Monday, September 22 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 

5:30 p.m. Service 

Tuesday, September 23 
1st Day Rosh Hashanah 

9:00 a.m. Service 
Tashlich, Mincha/Maariv, 

5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 24 

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah 
9:00 a.m. Service

YOM KIPPUR  
SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, October 1 
Kol Nidre 

PROMPTLY, 6 p.m. Service 

Thursday, October 2 
Yom Kippur 
9 a.m. Service 

Yizkor, approx. 10:45 a.m. 
Mincha, 5:00 p.m. 
N’ila, 6:150 p.m 

BREAK THE FAST 
7:18 p.m. 

Holiday Ends

Tuesday, October 7 
Sukkot 

1st Day Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. Service 

Wednesday, October 8 
2nd Day Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. Service 

Monday, October 13 
Hoshana Raba 
7:30 a.m. Service 

on Zoom 
Tuesday, October 14 
Shimini Atzeret 
9:30 a.m. Service 

Wednesday, October 15 
Simchat Torah 
9:30 a.m. Service 

Winter Games 

Beginning  Sept. 2 
12 Noon to 4 p.m. 

 
See Page 4 
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The year 5785 will soon be history. The 
high Holidays, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur are a time of prayer and reflection. We 
turn to Almighty G-d to grant us and our dear 
ones a year of life and good health. We pray 
for peace and well being everywhere. We pray 
that the year 5786 will be better than 5785. We commit 
ourselves to be kinder, compassionate and charitable. In short, 
to be better human beings. 

What sort of year was 5785? Like all years it was full of 
Lights and Shadows – good and evil. As Jews, as Americans 
our focus turns to Israel. Israel was engaged in wars with 
Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon, with Iran, with Houthis 
in Yemen and military attacks on Syria. 

Fervently we pray that 5786 will see an end to all of Israel's 
need to engage in military self defense. May this New Year see 
an increase in countries of the Abrahamic Accord and for peace 
everywhere. 

May you all be inscribed and sealed for a Good New Year. 

 Rabbi Aaron Krauss

From Rabbi Krauss HAZZAN NOTES 

We approach 5786 with a lot of 
confusion and insecurity about Israel, 
the Jewish world, and perhaps the 
world as a whole. The  Gaza war has 
been continuing for an unbelievable 
amount of time. The welfare of the 
remaining hostages is still unclear. Antisemitism is on 
the rise. The war in Ukraine has also gone on much too 
long.  

To quote an old saying – “When the going gets 
tough, we get going!” That's what has to happen in this 
New Jewish Year. We don't give up, we renew. We 
gather our strength and forge ahead with POSITIVE 
ATTITUDES. We keep our faith in HaShem and keep 
our sights ahead for a good year – A SHANA TOVA .  

B'Shalom Uvracha and Shana Tova 

 Cantor Ralph Goren

Beth El 2

ONE DAY ONLY – OCTOBER 22, 2025 
SHOP 8 AM - 11 PM

Gift Card Contributors
Sandi Shechtman, Denise Borisch, Eileen Kogan, 

Murray Bevitz, Phyllis Saft 

KUDOS FOR SUPPORTING OUR GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

Beth El makes a percentage of each card sold.
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Yahrzeits 
Paul & Joanne Bauer – In memory of our beloved fathers      
Norman Bershaw and Maurice Bauer 
Sandi & Karl Shechtman – In memory of our beloved fathers  
     Frank Shechtman, Max Marmer and step-father Emanuel  
     Davis and  my beloved mother Tillie Shechtman Zolot 
Susan & Arthur Lampert – In memory of my beloved father  
     Samuel Lampert 
Abby & Philip Rogers – In memory of my beloved mother  
     Ruth Friss 
 
Tributes 
Eileen & Mitchell Kogan – In memory of  Eva Bierig 
Penny & Jordan Kaleck – In memory of  Barry Lapides 
Todd Cohen – Happy Birthday to Alan Rickel 
Todd Cohen – Happy Birthday to Lauren Cohn 
Todd Cohen – In loving memory of my wonderful parents  
     Frank & Annell Cohen 
Todd Cohen – Happy Birthday to Goldie Cohen 
Todd Cohen – Happy Birthday to Amy Cohen 
Todd Cohen – For leading services for 8 years 
Joan Diamond – In memory of  Gerry Spanier 
 
Generous Donations 
Jim & Debby Schafer – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Phyllis & Arthur Saft – In memory of Sheryl Krawczyk 
Phyllis & Arthur Saft – In memory of Jordana Ostroff 
Dr. Ken & Adrienne Shuster – In memory of Millie Krauss 
Renee Kelleher – In memory of Sheryl Krawczyk 
Abby & Philip Rogers – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Sandi & Karl Shechtman – In memory of Jordana Ostroff 
Susan & Sam Krantz – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Anita & Gary May – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Brenda & Robert Traa – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Loretta Heiden – In memory of Gerry Spanier 
Jan & Ken Donner – In honor of Cantor Ralph Goren for  
  the Golf Tournament and Karaoke 

Donations 

Birthdays Anniversaries

9/3 ...........................................Brenda Fishman 
9/4.............................................Maurice Lesser 
9/9.................................................Eileen Perice 
9/14......................................Dr. Abram Kaplan 
9/22 .................................................Eve Kleiner 
9/24 ................................................Susan Weiss 
9/27 ......................................Stephen Nehmad 

Rona Wenik

September
10/8.......................Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Nehmad 
10/9 .................................. Mr. & Mrs. Paul Alper 
10/14........................Mr. & Mrs. Robert Taplinger 
10/30 ............................Mr. & Mrs. Jay Rosenberg

10/9.......................................Phyllis Saft 
10/12 .....................Cantor Ralph Goren 

Betsy Rockower 
10/19 .....................Howard Bernstein 

Connie Steiner 
10/24........Inge Fixler, Carole Hyman 
10/27..............................Marilyn Rimm 
10/28 ................................Judy Cassidy

October October

Beth  El wishes to acknowledge with 
grateful thanks to Jan & Ken Donner 
who have many times saved us from the 
brink of disaster. You are wonderful people 
who do this in silence but should be 
recognized. Thank you.

Thank you

Dear Ms. Borisch, 
Thank you for taking the time to write to me about the hostages being held by 

Hamas in Gaza. I rely on the input of engaged New Jerseyans like you when 
making decisions, and I appreciate you sharing your thoughts. 

During the horrific October 7, 2023, attacks by Hamas on Israel, over 1200 
people were killed and 250 people were taken hostage, including American 
citizens. We have heard from those who have been released about the treatment of 
hostages while captured. Many were tortured, sexually assaulted, or deprived of 
food, water, and light. I remain deeply troubled that over a year later, at least 50 
hostages remain in Gaza. We have a moral imperative to do everything we can to 
secure their immediate release, and we must continue to work every day to bring 
home Itay Chen and Omer Neutra, two Americans who were killed on October 7 
and whose bodies were taken hostage by this terror organization.  

That is why I joined 15 of my Senate colleagues in introducing a bipartisan 
resolution, S.Res.227, condemning Hamas for its premediated, coordinated, and 
brutal terrorist attacks on October 7 and demanding that Hamas immediately 
release all remaining hostages and return them to safety.   

Please know that I share very hurt and strong feelings about the conflict and 
urgent desires to end this war, which has been a nightmare for so many Israelis and 
Palestinians. To that end, I have continued to visit the region, meeting with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders as well as leaders from neighboring Arab nations, in order 
to deepen the coalition and commitment towards achieving a long-term peace in 
the region.  

As we work toward a lasting ceasefire, it is vital that humanitarian resources 
reach the hostages that remain alive in Gaza. The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is a 
catastrophe, and the international community must not forget these individuals 
when advocating for streamlined access to food, clean water, fuel, and medical 
support. That is why, as a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, I 
am focused on efforts to increase the levels, consistency, and safety of life-saving 
humanitarian aid deliveries to all those in need, including those who remain held 
by Hamas.  

Again, thank you for writing to me. I am honored to represent you in the United 
States Senate, and I value what I hear from New Jerseyans about the issues our 
state and nation face. Please continue to keep in touch with your thoughts and 
concerns. For more information on my work in New Jersey and in Washington, 
please visit my website at booker.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 
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Winter Games 
12 noon a.m.  

to 4 p.m. 
Beth El Synagogue 

 500 N. Jerome Ave. 
Margate, New Jersey 

 
 

Beginning Tuesday September 2, 9 & 16.  
NO September 23 (Rosh Hashanah) Will play Tuesday, 

September 30. NO PLAYING October 7 or 14.  

Will resume Tuesday October 21 through May 2025. 
 

Only snacks will be served, $5 
  

Call Denise to reserve your table 
609-823-2725

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND 
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Yahrtzeit List
Week of August 30 
Pauline Hayflick 
George Rosenfeld 
Hilde Edwards 
Simon Benveneste 
Charles Rabinowitz 
Estelle Rabinowitz 
Marty Finberg 
Herbert Schwartz 
 
Week of September 6 
Alan Goodelman 
Harry Rimm 
Roslyn Spanier 
 
Week of September 13 
Ida Bernstein 
Magda Pfeifer Burger 
Max Sher\ 

Morton Lipshutz 
Arnold Oberson 
Max Schechter 
Rose Zoltak 
Milton Labov 
Anna Small 
Ada Tepper 
 
Week of September 20 
Helen Heller 
Samuel M Levine 
Col. Henry Heward 
Norman C. Cohen 
Ariel (Ari) David Kahane 
 
Week of September 27 
Isaac Frankel 
Meyer Rimkufsky 
Bernard Weinberg 

Ruth Bank 
Daniel Josephs 
Bernard Ostrow 
Larry Small 
Rose Wishnov 
 
Week of October 4 
Mary Jane Buri 
Paula Molder 
Hyman Weiss 
Robert Weiss 
Lena Lieberman 
Henry Sher 
Alice Davidson 
 
Week of October 11 
Albert Zamansky 
Victor Biber 
Maurice Bauer 

Irene Ostrow 
 
Week of October 18 
Martin Leonard 
Gloria Buri 
Harriet Bershaw 
Betty Kleiner 
Gilbert Bank 
Frieda Silver 
 
Week of October 25 
  
Nettie Markowitz Shechter 
Benjamin Bernstein 
Charles Danenburg 
Selma Shefferman 
Yetta Hassman Bergman 
Sam Leavy 
Edward Schwartz 
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order of interest

during services

over the mechitza
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Continued on page 8 

Humanitarian Aid: The complex and tragic toll of the Hamas War

Civilians in Gaza are suffering – 
caught in the middle of a brutal war – 
with hundreds of thousands displaced, 
infrastructure decimated and widespread 
food insecurity. Israel recently 
announced a military pause in Gaza to 
allow for an expanded distribution of 
humanitarian aid for up to 10 hours 
daily. President Trump also announced a 
new U.S.-European partnership to open 
unguarded food distribution centers 
inside Gaza, marking a notable 
expansion of direct relief efforts. 
Neighboring partners – including 
Jordan, Egypt and the UAE – have 
joined airdrop missions, delivering 
critical food supplies. 

While much of the world holds Israel 
responsible for alleviating Gaza’s crisis, 
it is important to remember that it was 
Hamas that invaded Israel on Oct. 7, 
killing more than 1,200 and dragging 
hostages into Gaza, sparking this horrific 
war. 

As stated by its own leaders, Hamas is 
willing to sacrifice its people to destroy 
the Jewish state. While aid has been 
delivered on multiple occasions since 
the war began, Hamas and criminal 
gangs in Gaza have been known to steal 
aid, hoard fuel and execute civilians who 
challenge their control. Hamas continues 
to reject ceasefire proposals – including 
the most recent offer brokered by the 
U.S. and its partners, refuses to release 
Israeli hostages and demands to remain 
in power at the expense of its own 
citizens. 

Getting aid into Gaza is not just an 
Israeli problem. Egypt controls a key 
border crossing that it has largely kept 
shut – and the country built a massive 
wall in early 2024 to protect its border 
with Gaza. The United Nations has left 
hundreds of aid trucks undelivered 
inside Gaza claiming security risks. The 
vast majority of Arab countries have not 
directly contributed to relief efforts in 
Gaza. Meanwhile, Israel while facing a 
multi-front war with Iranian terrorist 
proxies – including Hezbollah and the 
Houthis – has been expected to fight 

Hamas, oversee all aid into Gaza and 
minimize civilian casualties all at the 
same time. 

The suffering in Gaza is 
heartbreaking, Israel has taken extensive 
measures to prevent humanitarian 
collapse at its own risk, while fighting a 
terror group that embeds itself among 
civilians and refuses to surrender. Israel 
has expanded humanitarian corridors, 
opened new entry points and 
coordinated with the U.S. and other 
partners to facilitate relief. In recent 
months, the Israel-U.S.-backed Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) has 
delivered nearly 100 million meals, 
feeding up to two million Gazans a day 
while bypassing Hamas control. Israel 
also has facilitated entry of 94,000 aid 
trucks carrying more than 1.8 million 
tons of food, fuel and medical supplies. 
The Israeli Defense Forces recently 
airdropped Israeli aid into Gaza for the 
first time. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu and other 
officials have emphasized that 
dismantling Iran-backed Hamas must go 
hand-in-hand with avoiding a 
humanitarian collapse. John Spencer, 
chair of urban warfare studies at West 
Point: “I have seen restraint by the IDF 
in Gaza, humanitarian aid and deliberate 
compliance with legal standards, often at 
tactical cost.” Providing aid to a civilian 
population on the other side in a war is 
virtually unprecedented. Despite these 
extraordinary efforts, headlines continue 
to portray Israel as deliberately starving 
Gaza. 

 
Deflection and Misinformation 
Prolong the Crisis 

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is 
real and horrifying, with shortages of 
food, medical supplies and drinkable 
water fueling immense civilian 
suffering. Images and reports of 
devastation have shocked the world. But 
as former IDF international 
spokesperson and current senior fellow 
at the Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies, Jonathan Conricus, 

explained, this crisis is not merely a 
byproduct of war – it is rooted in 
Hamas’s deliberate strategy of 
leveraging human suffering to pressure 
Israel politically and diplomatically. 
Hamas has rejected ceasefires, hoarded 
aid and uses civilians as shields, all 
while continuously vowing to annihilate 
Israel and refusing to release Israeli 
hostages. 

Hamas also is weaponizing images 
and media coverage to amplify outrage. 
While many of the images are authentic, 
some widely circulated photos have 
been proven misleading or misused. One 
recent viral image of an emaciated child 
actually depicted a five year old boy 
evacuated with Israel’s help on June 12 
to Italy for treatment of a genetic illness 
unrelated to the war. 

Another viral image, according to an 
investigative reporter, featured by 
multiple media outlets and shared 
repeatedly on social media appears to be 
of a boy with cerebral palsy requiring 
specialized medical care since birth. As 
tragic as these children’s stories are, 
Hamas’s use of their images to elicit 
global outrage only confirms their lack 
of respect for the lives of its own 
citizens and willingness to do anything 
to retain control of Gaza at all costs. 

False narratives inflame outrage, fuel 
attacks against Jews and harden public 
opinion against Israel around the world – 
exactly as Hamas intends. The 
ecosystem of misinformation – from 
viral “citizen journalists” to AI 
deepfakes – makes truth harder to 
discern. Combatting misinformation 
requires skepticism, reverse image 
searches and following analysts who 
report from verified sources. 

 
Debunking the ‘Genocide’ 
Accusation: ‘Psychological 
warfare’ 

The most explosive charge leveled 
against Israel is genocide – a term that 
evokes the Holocaust – and that is no 
accident. Hamas and its advocates 
deliberately use this framing to falsely 
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cast Israel as a uniquely evil state 
deserving annihilation. 

The facts tell a different story. 
Genocide, under international law, 
requires the intent to destroy an entire 
group. Israel’s actions demonstrate the 
opposite upon closer inspection: while 
waging war against a genocidal terrorist 
organization – Hamas – has facilitated 
humanitarian aid, issued evacuation 
warnings before strikes and taken 
unprecedented steps to minimize 
civilian harm. 

Genocides are marked by catastrophic 
population loss. The Nazi Holocaust of 
6 million Jews, the Hutu genocide of 
600,000 Tutsis in only 100 days in 
Rwanda and the more than 1 million 
Armenians massacred by the Ottoman 
Turks. At least 60% of the population 
was murdered in these actual genocides. 
Even if Hamas’s inflated casualty 

figures are accepted, less than 3% of 
Gazans have died, and a large portion 
were Hamas militants. 

  
Gaza War compared to actual 
genocides 
Reports from NGOs and independent 
military experts confirm that Israel’s 
casualty ratios – while devastating in 
human terms – remain significantly 
lower than comparable conflicts. The 
reality is not a genocide. This ongoing 
conflict is an ugly, asymmetrical war 
against a terrorist group that pledges to 
repeat Oct. 7 “again and again” while 
hiding behind its own people. Hamas 
uses hospitals, schools, and mosques as 
weapons depots, ensuring any Israeli 
response risks civilian casualties. As 
former U.S. Sec. of State Antony 
Blinken warned, international outrage 
aimed solely at Israel rewards Hamas 

for its intransigence, prolonging both the 
war and civilian suffering. 

Political psychologist Dr. Irwin 
Mansdorf calls shifting of blame and the 
exploitation of images “psychological 
warfare.” This strategy manipulates 
public opinion and transfers the moral 
burden from Hamas to Israel. France’s 
recent announcement that it will 
recognize a Palestinian state at the UN 
in September – condemned by U.S. 
Jewish groups as “dishonoring Oct. 7 
victims” – demonstrates how Hamas 
turns outrage into powerful political 
gains. 

Since Oct. 7, Hamas has always had 
the option to end its people’s suffering 
by surrendering and releasing the 
hostages, but has consistently refused 
the option to achieve peace. 

Beth El Gift Shop

Do all your holiday shopping at the  
Beth El Gift Shop

Get gifts for the entire family. We have menorahs, kiddush cups, 
candlesticks, serving pieces, picture fames, prints, tzedakah boxes 
and much more. Children's gifts include I watches, games, books 
and puzzles.

Enjoying the Beth El Karaoke Brunch  
on August 17.
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• Rehabilitation 

• Assisted Living 

• 24-hour Nursing Care 

• Alzheimer’s Care & 
  Resource Center

22 W. Jimmie Leeds Rd. 
Galloway, NJ 08205 

(609) 404-4848 
www.seashoregardens.org

“Seashore Gardens Living Center... 

Just like a MMMMM Hotel”

Indoor Boardwalk • 4-Hole Putting Green • Private Dining Rooms • Beauty Salon

Joe Hayoun GRI, ABR 
Broker-Associate 
NJ Real Estate Instructor Lic. # 5000115 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services  
Fox &Roach, Realtors 
9218 Ventnor Ave., Margate, NJ 08402

Office 609-822-4200 • Cell 609-442-7191, Fax 609-822-9436 
Joe.hayoun@foxroach.com

The highest compliment my clients can 
give me is the referral of their friends, 
family and business associates. 
“Thank you for your trust.”

Remember Beth El Synagogue 
in your Estate Planning and Will. Even real estate 

property can be very beneficial (tax-wise) when  
donated to Beth El.  

Ask our treasurer about the immediate benefits. 

                       Stephen T. Collins               Danielle M. Barry 
             Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3355        NJ Lic. No. 4779

Beth El 11

Do you have a life cycle  
event coming up? 

The Beth El Choir would be honored to participate in all 
your life cycle events – Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, any 

celebration or event,  
large or small, joyous or solemn.  

Of course, advance notice is requested. For more 
information or to schedule a date call Cantor Goren  

Visit our website: 

bethelmargate.com
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The Beth El Megillah 
P.O. Box 3133 
Margate, NJ 08402

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 16734 
Atlantic City, NJ

JEWISH COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
J.C.C. OF ATLANTIC COUNTY...........822-1167 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE .................822-1108 

BOARD OF JEWISH EDUCATION......822-1854 

JEWISH FEDERATION .......................822-4404 

SEASHORE GARDENS ......................404-4848 

J.O.A.S. ...............................................345-5555 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND ..............www.jnf.org 

BETH EL OFFICE OPERATING HOURS 
bethelsynagogue.com 

(Closes noontime erev Yom Tov, closed on Yom Tov) 
Monday-Thursday ....................................9 AM - 4:30 PM 
Friday............................................................9 AM - Noon 
Office Phone # 609-823-2725  • Office Fax # 609-823-1810 
Office E-mail.......................denise-bethel@comcast.net

EXECUTIVE BOARD LIST 
 

Chairman of the Board: ........................Lee Spanier 

President: .............................................Allen Kleiner 

Sr. Vice President: ........................Sandi Shechtman 

Vice President: ..................................Denise Borisch 

Vice President: ..................................Seth Grossman 

Vice President:..................................Elliot Schwartz 

Corresponding Secretary ..........Florence Silverman

Membership OPEN TO ALL 
Call Barry Dunayer 
609-742-5280
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